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The Sanborn m
aps w

ere created for tow
ns 

across the country for fire insurance 
purposes – but they’re FILLED

 w
ith 

interesting details.

MISSION 1

1. N
avigate to library’s w

ebsite @

loc.gov
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. in the search bar, look up “Sanborn 
[your location]”

3
. D

epending on w
here you search for, 

there m
ight even be m

ultiple editions 
through different years.

Can you find: som
e utility facility? an old 

business?  a m
ystery?
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1. N
avigate to library’s w

ebsite @

2
. In the search bar, type in the location 

you w
ant to research:3

. U
se the filters on 

the left to narrow
 

dow
n to just m

aps.

(under the “Original 
Form

at” category)

(you can also filter to 
narrow down your location, 
the year of the m

ap….etc)

loc.gov

Wanna just see what m
aps the Library of 

Congress has of an area?
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